
Tonya Callaghan first became a member of CASWE in 

2005 during the first year of her Master’s degree. Her re-

search has always revolved around CASWE themes 

such as encouraging social justice in matters related to 

gender. That research has an even closer fit with 

CASWE’s mandate now that CASWE has recently 

broadened its concept of gender through its inclusion of 

Queer Studies in Education and Culture (QSEC) as a 

Special Interest Group. This move highlights CASWE’s 

awareness of a more deepened understanding of 

“women” and “gender” in educational settings, aligning 

CASWE with progressive developments in the field.  

 Tonya’s doctoral study Holy Homophobia: Doctrinal 

Disciplining of Non-Heterosexuals in Canadian Catholic 

Schools is a good example of CASWE’s new expansion of the study of women and education in 

that it employs feminist methodologies to explore how power operates to keep particular women 

such as lesbians, trans-identified women and other sexual minorities contained and controlled in 

the overly hierarchical, patriarchal, heterosexist and homophobic institution of the Canadian 

Catholic school. Tonya’s current postdoctoral research project The Catholic Closet: A Compara-

tive Study of Resistance to Homophobia in Catholic Schools is a comparative cross-case analy-

sis of Catholic school systems in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom vis-

à-vis sexual minority groups. It aims to uncover the causes and effects of clashes between 

Catholic canon law and the common laws of the aforementioned nations regarding sexual mi-

norities, which are increasingly being played out in Catholic schools.  

 During her doctoral research at U of T, Tonya benefitted from a collaborative programme 

between the Women and Gender Studies Institute and Department of Curriculum, Teaching and 

Learning; this immersion in women and gender studies enriched her understanding of feminist 

and gender-related issues gained from her previous degrees, as well as from various forms of 

community activism.  Tonya’s areas of research are: Anti-Oppressive Qualitative Research 

methods; Anti-homophobia Education; Women & Gender Studies; Diversity & Human Rights; 

Critical Theory; Queer Theory. 


